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Most towns have their secrets.
In the 1930s, Port St. Joe had more than its share.

On May 16, 1938, E.W. Marler, the assistant lighthouse keeper at the Cape San Blas Lighthouse was
hacked to death with an axe and a knife. No one was ever charged with the crime. More than 70
years later, the case remains one of North Florida’s great, unsolved mysteries.

Until now. With the publication of Charles Farley’s new novel about the crime, Secrezs of San Blas,
the murder is finally solved—at least fictionally. The investigators in Farley’s story are an unlikely pair:
65 year-old Doc Berber, the only general practitioner in the mill town of Port St. Joe, and his African
American housekeeper, Jewel Jackson. Together with the doctor’s best friend, Gator Mica, a half-breed
Seminole Indian, they set out to find the murderer.

Along the way, the old doctor falls for the victim’s wife and into an escalating series of attempts on
his life, not to mention an intriguing nest of small town secrets both shocking and deadly.

The author has attempted to tell his story in a historically accurate way. So while the solution to

the mystery is supposition, the descriptions of the area’s history, natural beauty, and pre-World War II
culture are not. As a result, the reader is transported to another simpler but more hazardous time in an enter-
taining and fast-paced manner.

“An unforgettable journey through Florida’s Forgotten Coast. Charles Farley’s Secrets of San Blas is a delightful
dance of history and mystery, an intriguing interplay of fact and fiction. Schedule some time in historic north Florida
with Old Doc Berber first chance you get.” — Michael Lister, author of The Big Goodbye

Charles Farley has worked as a teacher, librarian, and salesman. He has written for
American Libraries, Library Hi lech, Library Journal, and Living Blues. His first book
was a biography of Bobby “Blue” Bland, Sou/ of the Man. This is his first novel, and it
is based on events surrounding an actual murder that occurred in the spring of 1938 at
the Cape San Blas Lighthouse near Port St. Joe, Florida. Website: www.charlesfarley.com
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